
Part 2  n  A Study of Individuals With Special Needs546

anecdotal records, checklists or rating scales of gifted characteristics, and evaluations 
by experts of a pupil’s creative products or performances.

A specific example of an informal measure of giftedness is the “jot-down.” Jot-
down forms can be used to help teachers focus on behaviors that in combination 
indicate giftedness. Teachers observe characteristics and behaviors and “jot down” the 
names of pupils they see demonstrating the behavior described in the box on a jot-
down sheet. (See Figure 15.3 for an example of a jot-down.) Using jot-down sheets 
enables educators to observe students in class and to gather information about them as 
they encounter new and challenging learning activities. Behaviors in the boxes on the 
jot-down sheets may be seen in all children; when observed in clusters, however, they 
may indicate a child who is gifted and talented intellectually, academically, creatively, 
in leadership, or in the visual or performing arts. Please note that all characteristics are 
not seen in a positive light.

Checklists provide another way of assessing a pupil’s gifts and talents. The Pfeiffer-
Jarosewich Gifted Rating Scales (Pfeiffer & Jarosewich, 2003) for school-age children 
are one example of an assessment instrument that looks at the various dimensions 

  FIGURE 15.2  Piirto’s Giftedness Construct
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SOURCE: J. Piirto, Talented Children and Adults: Their Development and Education, 3rd ed. (Waco, TX: Prufrock Press, 2007), p. 
46. Reprinted with permission.


